
 

The jobs of 600,000 people  in the UK depend on the chemical and 
pharmaceutical industry. 
 
Workers in our industry perform high quality, skilled jobs reflected in pay levels 
that are 20% higher  than other manufacturing sectors. 
 
When people speak about manufacturing, the focus is on sectors like 
aerospace – an important sector and a key customer for our companies. 
However, there is more to manufacturing than aerospace: 
 

·  Chemicals and pharmaceuticals represent 12% of total manufacturing, 
more than twice that of aerospace. 

 
·  Chemicals and pharmaceuticals has an average value added per 

employee of £92,000, nearly 25% more  than aerospace. 
 

·  Chemicals and pharmaceuticals has paid employee costs of £42,000 per 
head, almost 1/10th more  than aerospace. 

 
These facts demonstrate how chemicals and pharmaceu ticals 

manufacturing is at the heart of the UK economy.  
It’s simple; future growth depends on us. 

 

 

The UK Chemical Market  

Chemical and pharmaceutical businesses in the UK are a £60 billion  industry. 
 
Every day for the past decade the sector has added £20 million  to the UK 
balance of trade whilst the rest of manufacturing has shown a £200 million  
deficit. 
 

 

 

 


